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" / would not ha've a Slave to till my ground, 
*' To carry mdi to fan me 'while I Jleep, 
** jind tremble nvhen I luake, for all the "jocahb 
" That finews bought and fold ha've ever earn'd,''^ 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Hav ING been a Slave Owner, and much diffatisfied in beinc? 
fo, I determined to try the experiment of liberating my Slaves ; 
firmly convinced, that the retaining my fellow creatures in bondage 
was not only irreconcileable with the precepts of Chriflianity, but 
fubverfive of the rights of human nature ; and having nowi after 
an experience of five years, had fatisfadtory proofs of its good 
effedls, I am induced, for the information and encouragement of 
others, who may be in fimilar circumftances, to publi/h the annexed 
account. Experience has repeatedly proved, that a ftatem.ent of 
fa£ls well authenticated, is more convincing than the ableft theo- 
retical reafoning ; and by the fads here adduced, it will clearly 
appear, that the affertions of thofe v/ho are inimical to the natural 
rights of mankind, are unfounded; I allude to the fuppofed ivipoHcy 
and Impmdicahtlky of emancipating flaves, even for the comfort and 
happincfs of the black people themfelves ; but I am not without a 
hope, that the time may arrive when Britons will be m.orc generally 
convinced, that the holding of our fellow creatures in flavery, is 
inconfiftent with every principle of religious and moral duty, as 
well as contrary to found policy in a national point of view, f At 
the fame time I am decidedly of opinion, that emancipation muft be 
■gradual. Far be it from me to recoimnend that all the flaves in ths 

'\ See Hiilory of Guinea, by Anthony Benczct - - I77I. Phillips. 
A Sermon, - - - - Birnop of ChcRer - - 1784. Rivingtoxis. 
A Summary of the Slave Trade, by the Society in--x 

ftituted inl.ondon for the purpofe of efftding the> l 787. Phillips. 

Abolition of the Slave Tra.de ----- J 
An Ellay on the Treatment, &c. of Shivcs, by James"! j^gg 

Rnrnfay - - J 
Thoughts on the African Slave Trade, by John"! j^gg 

Ncivr.on - -- -- -- -- -- - i 

A Sermon, by John Hughes ------ 1788. Cade!. 

Remarks on the Sluve Trade, by Thomas Gllborne 1 792.\Vlute. 
And many others. 

See alfo fpccches in P^rliamentj 1791 & 1792, Wilbcrforcc, Pijt, Fox., &c, 
fold by WoodfaU. 
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Wefl Indies Hiould at once be liberated ; bccaufe fuch a meafure 
might tend to confufion and mifery. I have, however, a ftrong 
dt:(ire, that the iirft fcflion of the Imperial Parliament, in the firft 
yaw of the nineteenth century, might be marked in the Britilh 
hiltory by an afl to abolifli that horrid traffick, the Slave Track , 
agreeably to the repeated humane and judicious motions in the 
Houfe of Commons, made by William Wilberforce ; which have 
been uniformly fupported by the wifefl: men in thefe kingdoms. 
When we condder the great acquifition of new members from our 
Hder kingdom, in both houfes of Parliament, may we not indulge 
ourfclves in the expectation that this great objedl will be effected. 
The condition of the Negroes no w in bondage would be ameliorated 
in confequence of fuch a meafure ; and, in time, they and their 
children would be made fit for emancipation ; when their owners 
might, with fecurity, have the heart-felt fiitisfa<5tion of reftoring 
iiuman beings to their natural rights, as well as adding to fociety 
iivany ufeful members. This, I trufl:, will prove the cafe with thofc 
Blacks whofe fcttlement in Philadelphia is ftated in the following 
pagen. I embrace this opportunity of gratefully acknowledging the 
kind attention of my friends, viz. James Pemberton, lliomas Fiflier 
Samuel Fiilier, Miers Fi^her, Dodor Thomas Parke, Ifaac Lloyd, 
Thomas Harrifon, Jofeph Moore, Abraham Liddon, Mordecai 
Churchman, Richard Jones, John Letchworth, Benjamin Kite, 
and Daniel Thomas; and Abfalom Jones and Richard Allen, 
p? (tors of the congregation of the free blacks in Plnladelphia ; 
alio of my friend Alexander Macleod, tor his benevolent conduCl 
towards the Slaves whiUt under his agency ; and laftly, of my 
hicnd William Molden, for his prompt and judicious condua, and 
unremitting attcniion, in the *Jxecution of this arduous bufincfs • 
uial I earncllly defire that the following account may arreft the 
aitcution of Ji ihofe who are concerned in Slaves. 
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DAVID BARCLAY. 



AN ACCOUNT, &c* 



David Barclay and john Barclay, of Lgndon, 

in confequence of a debt due to them from a correfpondent ia 
Jamaica, having come into pofleflioa of a Pen (or grazing farm) ifl 
that ifland, on which were thirty-two flaves, they determined to 
emancipate them, and fignified their deterinination to their agent, 
Alexander Macleod, of Spanifh Town*; who, though he applauded 
the principle, declined execatiilg a meafure which would be very 
unpopular in the ifland ; but confented to emancipate two of thera, 
whom he thought the moft likely to provide for themfelves by 
working on the Pen, and receiving wages at the rate of 1 7I. cur- 
rency per annum, with fome other advantages. Accordingly he 
manumitted a man about thirty years of age, named Hamlet, and 
a woman about the fame age, named Prudence ; but in lefs than a 
year, both of them fo relaxed in their labour, f that Alexander 
Macleod thought their example would be very difadvantageous to 
the owners of the eftate j he therefore difcharged them, and 
agreed to allow to each, 5L currency per annum., % for Hfe, agreeably 
to the law of the ifland on the emancipation of a ilave. Haraict 
fet up in bufmefs as a horfe-breaker, and Prudence, as a laundrefs ; 
in which occupations they maintained themfelves with good repu- 
tation. 

* A refpe<Sl:ible gentleman, now retired from bufincfs, and refiding at 
Muiravon, near Edinburgh. 

J Tills was to be expccled, vviicn two flaves among thirty had their free- 
dom J but fuppofing all of them had been or. the fame footing, and to have 
been paid according to their refpecSlive merits, there then would have 
been competition among them, as among all other labourers. 

The aflembly at Grenada Hates— I have their own words for it, That 
although the Negroes are allowed the r%fternoon of only one day in every 
week the/ will do as much work in tliat afternoon, when employed for 
their rjwn benefit, as in the whole day v/hen employed in their mAi^>et*» 
fcTvice." W. Pitt's fpeech, 179*, p. 149- Woodfali, 

I About 3I. IIS. llerling. 
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The property Iia\nng, accordiog to the law of' Jamaica, devolved 
on David Barclay, by the deceafe of his brother John Bgrclay, he 
determined to emancipate the refl of the (laves, and to remove 
them to Philadelphia, agreeably to his own and his late brother's 
wifiies, and the defire of his brother's family. For this purpofe he 
engaged William Holden, to go to Jamaica, and to convey the 
thirty flaves to Philadelphia ; in which city David Barclay, in con- 
fequence of his former mercantile concerns, had a numerous and 
refpe^table acquaintance ; and where was already formed a Society 
for the abolition of flavery, and for the benefit of free blacks, of 
which fociety he was an honorary member. This will account for 
his not having fent them to a more foutherly climate. William 
Holden was jnftruifted, on arrival, to deliver them cmanc'tpatedy to 
John AOiley, the agent of David Barclay in Philadelphia. Letters 
were accordingly forv/arded to apprize John Aflilcy of David 
Barclay*s intention, and alfo letters to the prefidcnt, and fcvcral 
members of The Society for improving tlie condition of free 
Bhicks,'*"!* to recommend thefe black people to its prote(ftion. 

For the fuccefs of Vvilllani liolden's miilion, fee the following 
letter. 

Copy nf a Letter from IViHiam HoUen to David Barclay, dated 
Surry Place, "jt/j March ^ xSoi. 

Dear Sir, 

Agreeably to your defire, I commit to writing that which I have 
fo frequently communicated to you in converHition, relpe<5ting the 
particulars of the pleafant milTion in which 1 engaged, and by the 
compleat fuccefs of which I was much gratified, notwithftanding I 
made three voyages in time of war, and left my family behind me. 

On the 15th of January, 1795, I embarked in the packet for 
Jamaica, and arrived there on the loth of Maich; foon after 
which I delivered your letter to Mr. Alexander Macieod, of Spanifh 

] Inllitutcd J 774) by the inhabitants of Piuladelpliia, of ail religious p«r" 
fuufione. 
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Town, who received me with much poiitcncfs, and treated mc 
with the utmoft kindncfs and hofpitality, and afl\ired me that he 
would readily afllft in the execution of your orders for the tranf- 
portation of the flaves ; and accorjiingly invited me to accompany 
him to Unity Valley Pen, in the parifh of St. Ann's, about forty 
miles from Kingfton ; and on our arrival there, he ordered all the 
flaves to be collefled together for my infpet5tion ; when it appeared 
that two were fo infirm and difeafed as not to be fit for removal. 
I then, in the prefence of Mr. Macleod, and the overfeer of the 
Pen, endeavoured to convey to the d^dnits. Jixteen in number, your 
intention to make them free, with the children, in number twtlve. 
Upon the ftrength of their unanimous confent to accept the offer, 
I engaged a veffel to convey them to Philadelphia, laid in pro- 
vilions, cloathed them properly, and, when all things were readyj 
caufed them to be conveyed from the Pen to Kingflon, in order to 
embark ; but on their arrival on the wharf, where the fliip's boat 
was ready to carry them on board, they unanimoufly declared they 
liad altered their minds, and would not go, becaufe they had been 
informed that ** they were to be fold to the Spaniards." In this 
fhite of embarraffment I knew not, for fome confiderabic time, hov/ 
to a(5t ; and for two hours I never experienced fuch agitation of 
mind ; but after finding all my arguments were in vain, I took 
yohn (one of the molt fenfible and intelligent of them) afide ; and 
having explained my intentions, and taken much pains with him, 
John uid, " You are our mafia (maflcr), and we are your flaves, 
and you have a right to do with us what you pleafe ; I therefore 
will go with you, and will endeavour to prevail on the refl to go 
with you alfo." Soon after this they all went on board ; previous 
to which they were manumhled 'y^^ and on the voyage, which was 
(liort and pleafant, by proper attention to them, 1 obtained their 
entire confidence ; and we arrived at Philadelphia on the 2 2d of 
July, all in high fpirits ; and on the fame evening I delivered them 
to Tvleffrs. James Pcmbcrton, prcfident to the focicty for improving 
tlie condition of free blacks, and Dov5lor Thomas Parke, one of its 
Tucmbcrs; as will appear by the minutes of the committee, which 
Sfc a copy of th;: deed of manumifTiori, p. lit 
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I delivered to you, and which will befl prove the great attention 
and kindnefs paid by the fociety to the black people, as alfo to me 
during my ftay at Philadelphia ; which city I left on the 1 6th of 
September, after taking leave of my newly acquired friends of 
colour, and having feen them fettled to their fatisfa6lion. I arrived 
the i6th Odober at PortfmoutK, and had the great pleafure of 
finding my family well, and that I had executed my milRon to the 
fatisfadlion of yourfelf, to the family of your late brother Mr. John 
Barclay, and very much fo to my own. 

I am with much refped, &c. 

WILLIAM HOLDEN, 



Sftit^sSi fi-m the Minutes of the Commiiiee of tbe Society for impromn^ 
the Condition of Free Blacks ^ appointed to attend to the cafe of certain 
Blsch expe3ed to arrive from Jamiuca^ 

At a meeting of the Committee for improving the condition 
of Free Blacks, held the 30th of Sixth Month, 1795, '^'^omas 
Harrifon communicated feveral letters, which were read, viz. one. 
from David Barclay, of London, dated 6th of Second mcntii lafl, 
to James Pembcrion, prefident of the Abolition Society ; one to 
John Afiiley, D. Barclay's agent here ; one from William Holden, 
dated Jamaica, the 24th of Third Month lafl: ; by which it appears, 
that the late brother of the faid David Barclay, and himfelf, be- 
came pofTefTed of about thirty black people in Jamaica, and who 
are expeded fliortly to arrive in this city, fent by David Barclay, 
emancipated, under the care of William Holden, addreifed to John 
Afiiley, to be put in a condition to provide comfortably for them- 
felves. It is therefore agreed, that the following named perfons 
be a Committee, to afford fuch afliflance to John A fhley, William 
Holden, or any other of the perfons mimed in the letters of David 
Barclay, in carrying his benevolent deligns into execution, as fliall 
appear to them right, viz. Ifaac Lloyd, Thomas Harrifon, Jofeph 
Moore, Abraham Liddon, Mordecai Churchman, Richard Jones, 
John Letchworth, and Benjamin Kite. 

PENJAMIN KITE, Secrttary, 
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Philadelphia, i^d of Seventh Month, 1 795.— -Some of us under- 
hand ing yefterciay that the faid Black people had arrived in the 
brig Wefl Indian, and were under the care of William HoJden, 
fpecially employed by David Barclay and the executors of John 
Bdvchy, to condu(ft them here; procured of the truftees of the 
African Method! ft meeting-houfe, that building for a temporary 
rcfidence for them ; to which they were condu(5lcd laft evening. 
And feveral of us attended this morning at the houfe of Thomas 
Harrifon, and having confulted upon the bufinefs, adjourned to 
meet to-morrow morning. 

24th of Seventh Month. — It being thought advifable to confer 
with the agents and confidential friends of David Barclay, before 
the Committee proceeded to a£t^ in the cafe committed to their 
care, they ail but one met at James Pemberton's, this afternoon, 
foj that purpofe 5 when William Holden, in writing, agreeably to 
his inftru<5tions, refigned his iruft to James Pemberton and Do<5tor 
Thomas Parke, (John Afhiey, sthc other agent, being abfent from 
the city"), and the faid James Pemberton and Dr. Thomas Parke, 
by the following writing, intrufled their agency in the bufinefs to 
the Committeee of the Pennfylvania Abolition Society, for improv- 
ing the condition of Free Blacks, who had prcvioufly appointed 
this Committee for that purpofe. 

To tbe Committee of the Pennjylvania j^bolitlon Society , for improving 

the Gmdition of Free Blackf, 

" Having heretofore requefted you to take charge of the black 
people about to be fent from Jamaica, by David Barclay, and the 
executors of John Barclay, under the care of their agent, William 
Holden, to us ; and they being now arrived, we rec^uefl you to 
expedite the tranfa<5lion of this bufinefs with all convenient Ipeed, 
in fuch manner as will be moft likely to fulfil the benevolent views 
of the faid David Barclay, &c. and the real good of the blacks, 
who are the objects of this concern.; defiring you to keep regular 
minutes of your proceedings in the bufinefs. We deliver to you 
the inftrument of emancipation, dated at Jamaica the 15th day of 
June, in the prefent year, which we delire to be put on record. In 

A4 
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placing out the minors, we requeft that provillon may be made 
for their fchool-learning, and that they may be taught mechanick 
trades in preference to any other bufinefs." 



14th of Seventh MoDth| 
1795- 



Signed, 



JAMES PEMBERTONi 
JOHN ASHLEY, 
THOMAS PARKE, 



The 



names and ages of the faid Blacks are as follows, viz. 



o 



1-1 c 

S ^ 
o 



en 

o 

est 



"Sabina^ - - . about 40 

Bathflieba - ? • 35 

ClarifTa 35 

Mintas 34 

Patience 32 

Amelia - '.8 

Nancy . 

Nanny 

Dido 

Phillis 

Juba - . 



26 
,24 
24 
22 
.14 



{ 



Charlotte 
Sukey 



'5 
4 



• •-4 • 

■H so 



CO 

»> • 

PQ 
o 



John about 32 

j Bacchus 23 

* Lofldon 42 

/ Simon .25 

L Kingfton ..^ 23 

"Charles ..14 

Prince 14 

Yawo 14 

Toby..... 12 

Wiltfhire .--.--ii 

Sancho --10 

Mingo 

^ Qadber 8 

Q^iianiie 7 

I Cj^iur 6 

Adjourned. 



8 o'clock, P. M. The Committee again met, when it wag 

agreed, that Ifaac Lloyd, Thomas Harrifon, and; Abraham Liddon, 
vifit the Black people, confult with tben\ y't^^l^ What burmifs will 
be mod agreeable to them, and cpt^^d^r; ^yhat, thi% are fit for, and 
inform this Committee. In tfee^'^^tiif^'tvuic, u ii <\^pedcd that all 
the members will receive applicatlc^ni fbr theirs/ Ai!j(>>;rned. 

25th of Seventh Month. — ConunUtec': xae?./ The Sub-^cor-inuttee 
appointed lafl: evening to confer with the Blacks, $:c. report that 
they ail vlfited them this day, and iusve agre<^d to plr;.;o Jftveral of 
them out, viz. Charles and Mingo wlj;h William Chfton, v/ho pro- 
pofcs TO teach them to be Nailers, to give them fuel. School-learning 
as may be agreed upon, he to pay ten potinds a pi( ce, one half at 
fhc time of binding, and the other half at the expiration of their 



npprenticefliip ;* which is confidcred by this Committee as m ad» 
vantagcous propofal, and agreed to. Adjourned* ■ 

The Society continued to meet until the loth of Ninth Montht 
when, in twenty-one fittings, they had compleated the placing out 
the Black people, as per account in pages 13 and 14, delivertid to 

WilHam Holden. 

N. B, Benjamin Kite having defired to refign, Daniel Thomas 

•vvas appointed in his room. 

I ith ef Ninth Month.-.-Thomas Harrifcnj Jai'eph Moore^ Joh« 
Letchworth, and Mordccai Churchman attended, arranged and 
rcvifed the milutes and proceedings of this Committee, and Mor- 
decai Churchman is nominated to tranfciribe them, in order that 
WilHam Holden, who is about to embark for London, may have 
a copy to tranfmit to David Barclay. 

Although William Holden, on his arrival with the Blacks, 
trnnsferred his charge of them, as is heretofore ftated, this Corn^ 
mittee conceive it their duty to exprefs their high fenfe of his uq* 
remitted care and affiftance, through the whole courfe of thl% 
j)roceedings in the bufinefs. 

Ifaac Lloydj Mordecal Churcfhuin^ 

Thomas Havrifon^ Daniel Thomas^ 

Jofeph Moore f Rkhard Jorids^ 

Abraham Liddon, yohn Leichivorthf 



Copy of the hjlrument of Manumiffton. 

fcimaica, fs. To all whom thefe prefents filall come, or may 115 
any v^'ifc concern. David Barclay, of Lympfbne, in the county 
of Devon/m the kingdom of Great Britain,f Efquire,by Alexander 
Macleodj of the parilh of St. Catherine, in the county of Middle- 
fcx, in the ifland aforcfaid, Efquire, his attorney, duly conftituted 
and appointed, fends greeting. Know ye that for and in con- 

* '1 he funis received honi thofe to whom the younger blacks were ap- 
prenticed, formed a fund for the relief of the elder ones, in cafe fuch relief 
ihoald become iieccffary. 

I Should have been, of i.ondon, Banker, 



Cderation of the fum often Hiiliings, current money of Jamaica, to 
hira in hand well and truly paid, by William Holden, of the parifb 
of Kingfton, in the county of Surry and ifland aforefaid, Efquire, 
at or before the eKecution hereof, the receipt whereof is hereby 
ii lowledged ; he, the faid David Barclay, by his attorney afore- 
laid, hath liberated, enfranchifcd, manumitted, and for ever fei free, 
ail thofc Negro male and female (laves, named, London, Bacchus, 
Simon, John, Kingfton, Charles, Mintas, Nanny, Dido, Balhdieba, 
Patkucc, Aniclia, ClarifTa, Nancy, Sabina, Juba, Phillis; Prince- 
Yawa, Toby, Wiltfliire, Sancho, Mingo, October, Qiiafhie, Caifar, 
Charlotte, and Sukey, with the future increafe and iffue of the 
females of the faid flaves, being now wholly the property of the 
hid David Barclay, from all manner of fervitude and flavcry 
whatever: to hold the fiiid liberty and freedom hereby granted unto 
tliefii the faid London, Bacchus, Simon, John, Kingdon, Charles, 
Mintas, Nanny, Dido, Bathilieba, Patience, Amelia, ClarifTa, Nancy, 
Sabina, Juba, Phillis, Prince, Yawo, Toby, Wiltfhire, Sancho, 
Mingo, Odober, Quafiiie, Caefar, Charlotte, and Sukey, with ttie 
future iffue and increafe of the females of the faid flaves, from 
henceforth and for evermore : in witnefs whereof the faid David 
Barclay, by the faid Alexander Macleod, his attorney, and the 
laid Alexander Macleod, as attorney to the fiid David Barclay, 
have hereunto fet their hands and feals, this lifteenth day of June, 
in the year of our Lord, One thoufand fevcn hundred and ninety- 
five. 

DAVID BARCLAY, (L.S.) 

Sealed and delivered By Alex. Macleod his Attorney, 

in the prcfence of ALEX. MACLEOD, (L. S.) 

Robert Allifon. Attorney to David Barclay. 



A General View of the Appropriation of the Blacks. 
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VjlJcn VOaflCf 






Lydia Gilpin 
Catherine Parker 


1795. 

4th of 8th Mo. 

■ditto 




IP s 

^4 


Jeremiah Paul 


4itto 


Toby 




Benjamin Creflbn 


ditto 


Simon 


■ s 


Betton & Harrifoa 


5th of 8th Mo. 


Sancho 


t0 


Ifaac F'arifh 


ditto 


Prince 




Tohn iLfiiley 


ditto 


Charles 


14 j 
10 j 


► William Clifton 




George Barclay 


7 


Thomas Anncfly 
Samuel Betton 


jth of 8th Mo. 
ditto 




6 


Richard Robinett 


8th of 8th Mo. 


Sulccy, alias 7 
Suianna V 


4 


James M'Glathery 


ditto 



Fur a years, to be found in clothes, and! to he paid 40 dollars when frep. 
a years, to be provided with clothes, and to be paid 26^ dollars when free. 
4 years, to be taught to read and w;titc, found in clothes, dec, and have 
freedom dues, viz. two complea t fuits of apparel, one of which to 
be new, 

9 years, to be taught to pull and cut fur, colour and ^^ni^h hats, and to 

read and write, to be found in clothes, and have freedom dues, 
2 years, to be provided with clothes, &c. and to bsi paid 40 dollars 
when free. 

11 years, to l^arn to pull and cut fur, and colour and finifh hats, to be 

taught to read and write, and have freedom dues. 
7 years, to be taught to read and write, found in clothes, &c. and have 
freedom dues. 

7 years, to learn to make nails, be taught to read and write, found in 

clothes, &;c. and have freedom dues, 
s years, to be found in clothes, and 26 j dollars when free. 

14 years, to be taught to read and write, found in clothes. Sec, and 
have freedom dues, and to be paid 10 dollars when free. 

1 5 years. He died and was interred in the Potter's field ; attended by 
Abialom Jones, minifter of the African church, William Hoiden, and 
leveral of the Commir.tee. 

14 years, to b« taught to read and write, found In clothe''^, See* have 
freedom dues, and be paid 10 dollars when free. 



Ciniimnd in ths ntid ps^e* 
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A General View of the Appropriation of the Blacks, continued. 

Conditions 

S years, to be found in clotlies, and. paid 40 duILira svhcn free- 
Conditions, the fame as Kinglion. 

for z years, to be found, 8cc. and paid 26|- dollars v.'hen free. 
J a years, on the fame conditions as Sabina, the moaey to be paid by the 
mafter. 

.1 years, on the fame xondilions as Nanny. 
1 years, ditto 

7 years, to learn tho -Carpenter's trade, be taught to read and write, 

and have freedom dues. 
J 3 years, to learn the trade of a Windfor Chair-maker, to be taught to 

read and write, i"ound in ciotheis, &c. and have freedom dues. 
^2 years, to be found in clothes, and paid 40 dollars, 
13 years, to be taught houfewifery, to read and ■write, and have free* 
dom dues. 

AIinrr;B 34 — ^--^ «= — . Not. yet bound ; but placed with S. R, Eifhcr 

■Phiilis iz — '- ~— In the Penryivania hofpital. 

'■%\''iitfhrrc ir : „. Ditto. 

rDied, and was interred in the Potter's ;fieM, the corpfe attended by William 
N;^^>2:y s6 - — » ■ < Holden, feme of the Committee, and a refpetSlabic company of black 

C people. 

Fi-ticecc ^% ■ — — . w Not bound, 

K,B. The family. name of Barclay has been annexed in ail the indentures of thofe "who are bound, to diftinguifii them. 

^ Two years fervitude of udults entitles them to.fettlement. 
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2 ears 


eld, bound 


tvoeu bound 
'1795- 


Kingflon 




Ellis Yar;iall 


Xlth of 8th Mo. 


John 




G-iorg-e Latimer 


ditto 


Sabina 


40 


oiias .F,p--'' es 


.ditto 


Ni'.nr.) 




fr.'n-.av'l Richards, jun. 


ditto 


Bathihcba 


p 


S'.raue! ichards, jun. 


ditto 


.Amelia 




r\^?.ry Richie ■ 


36th of 8th Mo. 


Y.wvo., aW's-, 
JDirv,id oa:c!u}' 


? . , 


Jaivle.^. \ v^^ddifield 


ditto 


O'.nober. nli.^s; 
-Rpij'^rt '..irciay 




John Chapman 


s6th of 9th Mo. 


Loud.f ;i 


4^ 


John Wall 


ditto 


•Charknw 


5 


X'apt.Matthe w Strong 


2d .of 9th Mb. 
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Sxiracls of iwo Letters from Alexander Madeod to Daiud Bardap 

New York, November 14, I796. 
Having been obliged to quit Jamaica on account of my health, 
when at Philadelphia I had very gieat pleafure in feeing feverai of 
the Black people you fent there, very comfortably fettled, and 
highly fatisfied with their condition. Several of them called on 
me, and exprefTed their gratitude to you for the benevolent part 
voii have adled. When I return, in ten days hence, 1 fhall pro- 
bably fee the reft of them." 

Jamaica, SpanifhTown, Feb. 16, 1797. 
When I was in Pliiladelphia, I faw fcveral of my old Unity 
Valley acquaintance, who looked decent, well dreffcd, faid they 
lived well and happy, but complained of the cold climate. I at- 
tended divine fervice at the African chui-ch, and had much pleafare 
to fee them there, apparently imprefled with a proper notion of 
moraUty and religion, and as far as I could fee or learn, pracliling 
its precepts and commands." 

Ey:lraB of a Letter from Dotlor Thomas Parle, to David Barclay ^ 
dated Philadelphia^ 6th cf ^th Month, 1799. 

I have now the fatisfa^lion of informing thee, that the buftnefs 
rcfpecling the Black people, from Jamaica^ witii our Abolition So- 
ciety, is finally fettled. 

" As all the furvivors have obtained, by fervitudc, a right of 
iupport from the public (if unable to maintain themfclves). Micrs 
Fiflier and myfclf have paid (per J. Alhley), the Abolition So- 
cicty 139 19.?. 2\d. currency, being for fundry cxpenccs incurred 
by them for maintaining fcvcral of the Blacks in ficknefs, &,c. 
I have enclofed a liR of the Blacks, defcrlbing their prefent fituation, 
&c. which I obtained by viilting and examining them. It is Litis- 
fiK^ory to obferve, that t^oil of them condud themfelvcs reput'dbly, 
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and procure decent fupport ; a few, howercrj appear helpfefs^ pit* 
ticularly Sabina, ClariiTa, and Juba, who feem incapable of main- 
taining themfelves, our fevete weather in the winter almoft dli* 
qualifies them for labour, 

" Several of them requefted me to exprefs their gratitude to 
thee for tliy kindnefs, and promife by their behaviour to afford good 
ticafftpWs to their brethrsiik'* 



799 



-5th Month* I 7 

XaH of Blacks liberated by David Barclay, in Jamaica, and placed out in Philadelphia by the Committee of the Penfylvania 

Abohtion Society, and vilited by Dr. Thomas Parke. 



Nar. 



•Its 



alcut 



London Barclay 46 

John 36 

Kiijglton ^8 

Prince 5 8 

Chiirl s 1^ 

Y;i wo J alias David i8 

Toby 1 6 

.Sancho ^4 

Mingo 14 
Oaober,aliasRohertl2 
<^al"hi"c,alias George 1 1 

5aBinu 44 

Bathfhcba 39 

Ciarifiu 59 

Mimas 38 

Amelia 3^ 

Nanny a 8 

]uba 18 

Charlotfe 9 

Sukey, alia^ Sufanna 8 
Dido 

Bacchus — 

PhUUs 

Tatiencc 



^to 'whom 

J. Wall 
G. i.atimer 
Betton & Co. 

Yarnall 
J. Afhley 
W. CUfcon 
f. Widdifield 

B, Creffon 
J. Purifti 
vV. Clil ton 
J. Chapman 
S. Kotcon 

S. E nobles 
S. Ruharda 
'i'. Annefly 
S. R .fiiher 
M. Ritch 
S. Richards, junr. 
J. Paul 
M. Strong 
J. M. Glathery 

C. Parker 
Gilpin 



is now married and lives with John, 
is now married to Amelia, and conduifls himfelf well, 
conduits himfelf prudently, and is married to Mlntas. 
continues in E. Y'.s fervice, as a free fervant, and is induftrions and fober. 
promifes to be an ufcful fervant. 
itill in his appreutii:cfhjp as Nailer, 
ditto as Carpenter. 

ditto as Hatters. 



as Nailer. 

as Windfor Chair-inukep, 



ditto 
ditto 

dill an indented fervant. 
out of her time. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

is married to Simon, and conducts herfelf reputably, 
is married to John. v v • 

deceafed— but gave great fatisfaaion to her employers when hving. 
term of her fervitude being expired, Ihc now lives with her mother ClariUjU 
ftill in her place, 
ditto. 

^ — , — . — died 1798. 

_ . — — — - died 1798. 

Cperverfe difpofttion and very troublefomea ^j^^ ^^^^^^^ j. 
I was boaided m the Ami's houie J . v 



ditto 



ditto 



died 6th Mcmth> 17981 



18 



^xfra^ of a I.cttcr from yames Femlcriotii to William Dillwyti, of 
IFalthani/loiv^ EJex, dated Phliadelphiay tgih of Eleventh Mouthy 
1800- 

" I itquefl thee to prefent to our mutual friend, David 
Barclay, my kindeft refpe<5ls, and inform him' that I hate the fatis« 
fadion to find, that his humane views towards the Blacks froni 
Jamaica, to whom he had nianiferted fuch unprecedented bcnevo- 
ience and hberahty, are fo far ' realiWtn, .'that thefe objects of his 
concern enjoy their freedom with comfort to themfelves and are 
ie{pe(5table in their chara^lers ; keeping up a friendly intercourfe with 
each other, avoiding to inf&'rv^iix with the common blacks of the 
city, being fober in their condu(5l and indulh'ious in their bufmefs." 



Soon after the removal of the Oaves., the Pen, with the flock of 
cattle, was fold for 5,500!. {lerling, with agreement for the pur- 
chafer to treat kindly the furvivor of the two negroes, who were 
infirm and difcafed, and left on the Pen ; alfo to pay Hamlet and 
Prudence 5I. currency per ann. each for tlieir lives. Had the tliirty 
Haves been fold with the Pen, about 8cccl. fterllng might have 
been obtained. The expence of removing the flaves, and their 
expcnces at Philadelphia, were about 500I. ftcrling, excluHve of 
remuneration to William Ploldcn for his fcr vices. But the fatis- 
fa^ion v/hich refultcd to the minds of David Barclay and liis family, 
fully compenfated the trouble, cxpcrce, and anxiety experienced 
during the accomplilhment of tlie undertaking. 

Had David Barclay not been fo advanced in age, he would have 
inclined to have made a trial of employing on the Pen ivhlte labour- 
ers from Britain, there being rcafbn to believe, from Long's Plif- 
t(>ry of Jamaica, * that in the nioPi flouvifhing fiate of Earbadoes, 
the fagar cane there, was princi^^dly cultivated by hired white fer- 
vants ; . in confirmation of vv'Lich fee the following letter from 
William Ploldcnj and it mull be allowed (in a political point ijf 

■■^ Vol. p. 505. 
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®f view) that Inviting Britifh fabje^ls to go to ovlp \ oiom 
would be far more eligible than their tranfmigrating to foreigii'. 
eountries.* 

Surry Place, 20th March, 1801, ^" 

Dear Sir, 

" In anfwer to your query, whether it is my opinion that wljhe 
iitbourcrs might be employed on Unity Valley Pen, I reply in the 
a/Iirmative ; and my reafons fur thinking fo are-— 

jfL That in my late reiidence at Barbadoes, I had many 
families of iv/jhe people employed to my fatisfadion on the eftates 
which were under my management ; there being more poor <iv/j}u 
labouring people in that ifland than in any other of the Britifli 
iflands in the WeR Indies. 

" 2dly. Jamaica is near fix degrees to the northward of Bar- 
badoes, and Unity Valley Pen is on the N. E. part of the ifland, 
about fourteen miles only from the fea ; and the Pen, confifting of 
about two thoulimd acres, on two-thirds of which are very lofty 
trees, viz. mahogany, cedar, fuftick, &c. which aiford much fhade. 
The value of the timber, were it pradlicablc to convey it to Britainj 
would be incalculable ; but the acccfs to the fea is mountainous^ 
and too difficult. 

" 3dly. The labour on a Pen is much lighter than on a fiigar 
plantation, the employment of the former being only to look after 
cattle, horfes, mules, &c. and to attend to them in the lame man- 
ner as is praclifed by graziers in England, in order to fell them 
when fat or improved in age, to remove tlicm from pafture to paf- 
ture, and to water, there being on the Pen about 430 acres of 
Guinea grafs f in eleven inclofures, 75 acres of common pafture^ 
12^ acres of ground for raifing yams, potatoes, garden ituii, Sec. for 
the overfcer-and the negroes, the former refiding in a comfortable 
hoiife, and the latter in cottages near thereto. They are alfo em- 

*'Itha5bcen confidently alTcrrcd, that although white people cannot endure 
the heat of the fun in ihc Wefl Indies ay m.tny hours in the day as blacks, 
yet, that white labourers will perform in a i^ivcn time double the VTOrk of 
Slaves followed by a driver and a whip, 

■f A fine long grafs rcuiarkabk for U*^ tivttinr^ of cattle. 
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the pafturesj . keeping i^ptlie; fences, &c. and 
v^rife occupied, they clear more land, by cutting 
,^>vu iiua burning the fine trees, flocking their roots, and fpreading 
thc/alhes on the land. 

" As a proof of the coolnefs o£ the f^^ on the dalFerent vifits 
I madf- to Unity Yailey, I found that a blanket on myf bed (which 
was hutig with woollen curtaitSs), was very coij:|fortable and even 
neceffary. The fituation of;ihe Pen is remarkaSl^'pieafant, where 
a man; his family 5 and white/labourd'S. might live very comfertablyj 
and gain property, if he had any knowledge of grazing. 

^< I am, with much refped, &c. 
. ' « Wm. HOLDER" 



'BE EKDe 



rvintcd by W. Phillips^ Ceorge Yard, Lombard Strc«:t. 



